
 

 

 

Alicia Ley serves Rahab ministries as the Senior Director of Safe Housing where she oversees staff, 

volunteers and programing at both our adult and minor safe houses.  Alicia is one of Rahab’s in-demand 

speakers and works with our community partners to develop creative, research-based responses to 

trauma that address the specific needs of our survivors. She has a fiery passion to see survivors of sexual 

abuse, trafficking, and exploitation live whole, healthy and restored lives.  When she’s not at RAHAB, 

Alicia is living in the city of Akron with her husband, three children and two grandchildren, where she 

enjoys long distance biking and the local food scene. 

Dr. Tania S. Lodge is the Clinical Director of Minority Behavioral Health Group, a community mental 

health agency in Akron, Ohio. She teaches graduate level courses part-time at the University of Akron, 

College of Arts and Sciences. She specializes in providing culturally specific mental health services 

including, mental health assessments, psychotherapy, supervision, consultation, professional 

development workshops, and continuing education trainings on cultural competency and culturally 

appropriate services. She received her doctorate degree in Clinical Psychology and completed an APA 

accredited internship at the Louis Stokes Cleveland Veterans Affairs Medical Center. She holds two 

master’s degrees in marriage and family therapy and clinical psychology. Dr. Lodge is also licensed as a 

clinical counselor with supervision designation in the state of Ohio. She has approximately 15 years of 

clinical experience working with diverse populations in multiple settings and extensive knowledge and 

experience evaluating programs and interventions. Her clinical and research projects and interests 

include program evaluation and development, treatment outcomes, culturally specific assessments and 

treatment, African-centered psychology and psychotherapy, process addictions, interpersonal trauma, 

racial trauma, infant mortality, and psychological oppression. She is an active member the Association of 

Black Psychologists where she serves as a Co-Advisor to the student circle board. Additionally, she is an 

active member of the American Psychological Associations Divisions 12 and 43.  

Reverend Larry McCulloh is the pastor of World Fellowship Interdenominational Church in Youngstown, 

Ohio. During his tenure as pastor, he served as second vice president in the Youngstown 

Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance.  

Reverend McCulloh was employed for 17 years at the Youngstown Urban Minority Alcoholism Drug 

Abuse Outreach Program as an Ohio Certified Prevention Specialist. His responsibilities in this role 

included evidenced-based programming in the inner-city schools, instructing peer mediation classes and 

youth-led prevention. Reverend McCulloh is trained in creating lasting family connections curriculum, 

certified in prevention problem gambling and developmental asset training. His motto is “ Be the best 

you that you can be”. 
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Reverend McCulloh graduated from Youngstown State University with a Bachelor in Science degree with 

a Business Administration major.  He also completed the Evangelical Training Association program 

through New Bethel Baptist Church. Reverend McCulloh resides in Akron with his wife, Edna, and 

daughter, Imani. 

Pastor Haroldo Nunes is an ordained Mennonite minister by the Ohio Conference. He graduated from a 

university in Brazil and now he is studying seminary at the Mennonite Education Agency. He is married 

to Esmirna who is originally from Bolivia. They have three children; Gabriela, that graduated from 

college and works at Smucker, Paulo, who is a senior at College of Wooster, and is studying to become a 

doctor and Laura who is a 7th grader at Central Christian School. 

He came to Wayne County 13 years ago to work at Salem Mennonite Church in Wooster, Ohio and he 

helped to transform it in a multi-cultural community of faith were Anglos, Hispanics and Afro-Americans 

worship the Lord together, loving and helping each other. Last year, he saw that the needs of the 

stranger, especially in Immigration, had a huge increase, causing fear, pain and separation of families. 

The suffering in the Hispanic community is escalating to higher numbers, making the ministry run 

thinner in so many ways, and for this reason he resigned from the Salem’s pastoral team in December 

2018. Now he is working full-time at the ministry of Open Arms as the executive director/pastor, he is 

welcoming the immigrant in the community and helping them with their material and spiritual needs. 

Also, he represents the Iglesia Menonita Hispana at MCC Great Lakes Board for seven years. 

Dr. Vickie Person is an educator, motivational speaker, administrator, writer, author who served as an 

educator in the south suburbs of Chicago for over 15 years. During her tenure, she held various 

leadership positions including lead classroom teacher, building principal in the public school system as 

well as university professor, program director and director of education at a state university. She’s 

worked with under-resourced school districts and has been instrumental in changing the culture in 

several schools. Prior to working in education, Dr. Vickie worked in Corporate America for 17 years. Her 

last corporate job was with the Chicago Tribune. Currently, she serves as Director of Education at the 

Akron Urban League where she gives leadership to The STEAM After School Academy, Scholarship 

Program and Summer Enrichment Camp. 

Reverend Nanette Pitt serves as Senior Pastor of the First Congregational Church of Akron. She is the 

church’s 20th senior minister and is the first female and immigrant to serve in this capacity. She also 

serves on the Akron Civil Rights Commission and is a graduate of Leadership Akron’s Signature Program 

Class 34.  

Nanette graduated with highest academic honors from Simmons College in 2008 and from Andover 

Newton Theological School in 2012, both of which are in the Boston area. Her scholarly work has 

spanned transnational studies and theology with a strong focus on social justice and gender studies. 

Born and raised in South Africa, her awareness of oppression came about at an early age and it was 

there that her passion for bringing about positive social change was ignited. Prior to ministry, Nanette 

sought to achieve this through theater. She has years of experience as an award-winning theatre 

professional, having directed, produced, and performed in a wide range of critically acclaimed stage 



productions in South Africa and Boston, Mass. Nanette describes herself as a “relationally oriented 

leader and community builder, empathically caring while holding fast to a visioning and empowering 

ethic.” 


